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Ethical Values in Nursing – Reflection Paper #2
Experiencing a shooting and taking care of an alleged shooter can be an extremely difficult task for many health care providers due to the ethical dilemma behind taking care of someone who caused harm to your loved ones. In the ethical case study written for my Legal and Ethical Issues in Nursing class, I wrote about the ethical case of the decision behind taking care of a teenage shooter. In this paper, I also explored my point of view behind the moral and ethical dilemmas associated with caring for the “villain”. The choices to treat or refuse care for the shooter were explored. In this situation, many co-workers were refusing to care for the shooter as he had harmed their loved ones. The raw emotions when dealing with grief and anger are very strong factors that could affect someone’s decision making. Debating about treating the “villain” could pose a delay in care as making fast and effective decisions and providing proper high-quality care could be affected. 
The decision I made in my initial paper regarding this situation is still the same as the one I would take today. I believe that although the shooter caused severe harm to others with his actions, he is still a patient and requires emergent medical attention. As a nurse, I cannot ignore the oath that I made when I promised to take care of my patients without judgement, biases or prejudice. My belief is to uphold the standards of the nursing profession up high and to provide the best care I can regardless of my biases or beliefs. During my BSN program studies I had the chance to review the ANA Code of Ethics, the ICN Code of Ethics and the AACN’s White Paper of Hallmarks of Professional Nursing Practice, which had a great impact on my professional nursing practice and code of conduct when taking care of patients. For example, respect for others is the first provision listed in the American Nurses Association’s (ANA) Code of Ethics for Nurses. This provision explains that nurses must practice with respect and compassion to maintain the human dignity of the patient (American Nurses Association, 2015). The ICN Code of Ethics also has nine important elements that serve as a guide for ethical conduct. For instance, the 1.1 element states that it is the nurse’s responsibility to care for the people requiring nursing care (International Council for Nurses, 2012). In other words, it emphasizes the nurse fulfilling her professional duties by providing optimal care for the patients. The AACN’s hallmarks of the Professional Nursing Practice Environment describe in the first hallmark that nurses must emphasize quality, safety, continuity of care, professional accountability and interdisciplinary collaboration. (American Association of Colleges of Nursing, 2012) Therefore, nurses must fulfill their duties by emphasizing in providing high quality care. 
Additionally, the BSN program has also taught me to seek ways to implement changes to improve disaster management, ethical reasoning confidence and patient care coordination. By studying the different guidelines and exploring difficult cases, I was able to focus on fulfilling my duties as a nurse but also to focus on making clinical decisions in a fast and effective way to avoid care delays. Ethical dilemmas will arise multiple times across the span of my career and it is fundamental to develop critical and problem solving skills early on to overcome confusion and potential errors. As a new nurse, the BSN program has impacted on my care in a very positive way. I realize that I also feel more confident and prepared to provide high quality care for my patients.
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